
SCHOLARSHIP /  PEER REVIEWED PRESENTATIONS AND POSTERS

LORRIE FREAR

INTED2011 INTERNATIONAL TECHNOLOGY, EDUCATION AND DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE

VALENCIA, SPAIN

MARCH 7-9, 2011

CONTACT

https://iated.org/archive/inted2011

ACCEPTANCE PROCESS

Peer Review Acceptance Process

CONFERENCE LEVEL

International 

DISCIPLINE

Education/Technology

CONFERENCE OVERVIEW

The International Academy of Technology, Education and Development (IATED) is an organisation dedicated to the promotion 
of international education and university cooperation in the field of Technology and Science. Through the organisation
 of different international events, it brings together institutions, bodies and organisations from different countries of the world
for discussion and cooperation. 650 delegates from more than 70 countries.

NAME OF PRESENTATION AND ABSTRACT

Enhancing Learning Through Multidisciplinary Learning Experiences and Collaborations

Design is a collaborative process. In most design firms and agencies, individuals with different expertise work together on teams 
to solve problems and to get final solutions to market. Knowing that this is the environment in which our students will work, 
it is imperative that we as design educators prepare our students in order to be fully prepared for the design professions.

This virtual presentation will explore the multidisciplinary collaborative learning experiences conducted by various departments 
and colleges within the Rochester Institute of Technology in Rochester, New York. A Package Design course comprised of a group 
of graphic designers, industrial designers and package designers will be used as an example. The course includes research, concept 
generation, testing and implementation of packaging projects and two competitions sponsored by national corporations. The course 
integrates many learning approaches in a team environment. The course is comprised of a total of 59 students working in studio 
and a packaging lab with 3 faculty (one from each discipline). This is the first time such a large group has participated in this course.

The course is conducted as follows: for the first week of the 11 week quarter, the industrial and graphic designers work on an introduc-
tory project on teams of one ID student to one GD student. Then the first of two national competitions is introduced and the package 
designers are brought into the mix. Because of the disparity in student populations, (ID and GD have more students than Package 
Design) one half of the ID and GD students will participate in the first competition and the remaining students will work on another 
project in mixed ID and GD teams. The 6 teams working on the first competition (a total of 36 students) are comprised of 2 students 
from each discipline. The clients present the project and also return to determine the winning teams 3 weeks later. Then the new 
client comes in to present its competition. The half of the GD and ID students who previously worked on another project work on 
this competition, and the students who participated in the first competition work on another project in mixed ID and GD teams. 
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The package design students participate in both competitions. The client for this competition returns at the end of the three 
week project to select the winning team. The course is intense, rigorous, challenging and rewarding. In the end, all students have 
gained a great deal of experience with interpersonal relations, collaboration, cooperation, compromise, and mutual respect that 
will be invaluable as they prepare to enter the workforce. In addition, they have “real world” projects to include in their portfolios 
and experience working with real problems with real clients. They also have the feedback  from real clients. They also have the 
feedback and input from two other faculty members, which would not happen in a traditional classroom.

In the end, all collaborations require the investment and commitment of all parties in order to be successful. As in any 
educational experience, positive energy is dependent on group dynamics and committed leadership. This type of experience 
is invaluable to our students as they enter the workforce.

TYPE OF PRESENTATION

Virtual Presentation




