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UCDA is the nation’s  first and only association for professionals involved in the creation of visual communications
for educational institutions. It has over 1,000 members throughout the US and Canada.

NAME OF PRESENTATION AND ABSTRACT

Jump on the Typographic Carousel

Design at its core is about the communication of a message to an audience. The decisions made by a designer about content, 
technique and media can reinforce, delay or obstruct the intended message. Although todays’ digital native students are extremely 
accomplished with software and digital media, they are less so with making things with their hands. We as design educators seek 
to share alternatives to digital media with our students in order to provide a balance between design and technology, to provide 
them with analog alternatives to add to their tool boxes, and to help them more fully understand and appreciate historical 
precedents in design, typography and printing.

This presentation explores an interactive learning experience that we have developed to share pre-digital techniques and processes 
with today’s digital native students. The “Get Your Sidebearings! The Typographic Carousel Project” was created as a fun, interactive 
environment in which students work together to experience “pre-digital” techniques such as letterpress and  transfer lettering,
to test their knowledge of typeface terminology and identification and to try their hands at calligraphy and conceptual lettering 
using everyday objects. Students moved from terminal to terminal in 15 minute intervals in order to experience all of the techniques 
and processes during the 90 minute workshop. We provided an open invitation to this event, and participants represented a wide 
range of disciplines; ranging from interior, industrial and graphic design, printing, photography, fine arts  and visual media. 
As an annual event, we change some of the terminals to keep the experience fresh for repeat participants and to attract a wider 
audience of visual communicators. In addition, this project has great potential for broader application for other student populations 
for team-building exercises to get in touch with their inner type!

TYPE OF PRESENTATION

Paper Presentation with Carol Fillip


